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Introduction 
• Emotionally salient information is better attended than neutral 
information [1] 

• Infatuated individuals have increased attention towards the face of the 
beloved [2] 

• People who were more intensely in love had less cognitive control [3] 
• Load theory states that increasing perceptual load will decrease 
processing of irrelevant distractors [4]  

• Question: Does beloved-related information distract individuals during 
neutral tasks? 

• Hypothesis: Beloved-related information will cause participants to take 
longer to react during neutral tasks, especially when perceptual load is 
low 
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Methods 
• 13 infatuated UMSL students (18-27 yrs; 2 males, 11 females) 
• Love duration less than 9 months 
• Computer task: politician or movie star? 
• 25% of trials contained a distractor (beloved, friend) 
• Low perceptual load (no other faces), high perceptual load (2 other 
unknown faces) 

• Measured reaction times and accuracy 

Fig. 3 Accuracy 

Results 
• Slightly faster reaction times in the presence of the beloved distractor than in 
the presence of the friend distractor in both loads 

• Slightly lower accuracy in the presence of the beloved distractor than in the 
presence of the friend distractor in both loads 

Discussion 
• Reaction time data do not support the idea that beloved-related information 

distracts 
•  Accuracy data does support the idea that beloved-related information 

distracts 
•  Further investigation is needed to understand why people responded faster 

when the beloved than the friend was the distractor 
•  Future studies could involve ERP or other objective measures to understand 

the impact of infatuation on attention 
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Fig. 2 Reaction Times 

Fig. 1 Low (top) and high load (bottom) trial conditions 
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